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Our state AAUW Student Advisory Council got off to a great start on Sunday, September 13, at 

Southern University in Baton Rouge. Sixteen students representing 11 Louisiana colleges attended and were 
joined by 4 of their advisors.  Debbie Freda and Anne Taylor represented AAUW -LA.   After introductions and 
lunch, we taught the students about all things AAUW – “AAUW 101”.  We discussed the national, state, and 
local organizations including a section on “AAUW and Students” : National Conference of College Women 
Student Leaders (NCCWSL), Campus Action Projects, Campaign College, Start Smart, Student Affiliate 
Branches, and Student Advisory Council.  When discussing membership, we emphasized that students can get a 
free “e-membership” if their school is a college/university partner of AAUW.   Then the students and advisors 
had an assignment.  One group worked on suggested topics for the student component of the AAUW State 
Convention.  The suggested topic was “Women and Politics” with emphasis on the status of women in areas 
such as health, domestic violence, etc.  The other group discussed having AAUW sponsored activities on their 
campuses with interest in having AAUW Open Houses at Grambling, Dillard, Nicholls, Southeastern, and 
others.  Some programs may include an HIV Awareness program led by SU student Chayla Daniels.  The Smart 
Start program, which teaches young women to negotiate their salaries, may be offered at Loyola and Tulane.   

We concluded by defining the leadership of the group.  Aleice Allen of Southern University is 
continuing as a co-chair.  Two more co-chairs were elected to work with her:  Kim Huynh (Loyola) and Bonnie 
Longino (LSU-Alexandria).
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President’s Message 

   State President -Debbie Freda  
  
Hello To All!  
 
As new State President, I attended my first AAUW National Convention in June, and found it invigorating 
and empowering to be with so many dynamic, passionate women! Truly a memorable experience!  It made 
me feel very proud to be part of AAUW and what the organization has accomplished so far.  But we still have 
a long way to go!  With key issues such as the wage gap and gender discrimination happening every day, I 
found the words of Lilly Ledbetter and Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) so inspiring!  They each have been 
tireless advocates in fighting for key issues and positive societal change…and continue to do so!   
 
Listen to their speeches and be inspired as well!  Now you can go to the website 
http://www.aauw.org/convention/conv2009/ and scroll down to hear Lilly and Rosa’s speeches!  You too will 
be moved!   
 
I encourage everyone to start thinking about, and planning for, the next National Convention on May 5-8, 
2011 in Washington, DC.  We hope to have an increased representation from Louisiana.  The State is making 
plans now to help with more travel funding as an investment in our Members!  Stay tuned for more details in 
the future.  
 
Following National’s lead, here are 3 key initiatives the State will focus on in 2009-10. 

�x Increase Membership 
�x S.T.E.M.  – Science, Technology, Engineering & Math  
�x Establish New ‘Branches’ – Long-term planning for Student Affiliate branches in major 

college/university cities 
 
In bringing the National messages home to Louisiana, I will be traveling around the state and meeting with 
each of the Branches.  We have a diverse group of intelligent, educated and enthusiastic women, and each 
Branch contributes in its own way!  Sharing branch info and ideas can be found in this issue through the 
“Branch Activity Calendar”.  Be sure to take notice!  You are encouraged to attend another branch’s events, 
in addition to your own, to foster collaboration, support and a sharing of ideas!  Feel free to phone or email 
me with your thoughts and ideas.  I look forward to hearing from you!   
Ph. 985-727-3850.  Email:  dfreda530@charter.net  
 

FUTURE EVENTS  

 
  March/April 2010                            June 2010 
  AAUW-LA State Convention             National Conference for College  
  Location to be announced                Women Student Leaders 
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Report on National Convention  

  Past State President - Anne Taylor    
     Over 900 AAUW members met in St. Louis June 26-28 to hear inspiring speakers, conduct business, and 
get to know each other.  Louisiana was represented by Eileen deHaro, Deborah Freda, and Anne Taylor .  
Our keynote speaker was Lilly Ledbetter, the Alabama woman who inspired the court case and 
Congressional bill of the same name.  She described how she discovered that she had been paid less that her 
male colleagues, and how the Supreme Court ruling meant that she got no compensation.  She was warmly 
welcomed and her speech well received.  She stayed for the whole convention and signed many autographs.  
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) was a rousing speaker who emphasized the power of constituent advocacy.  She 
said that members of Congress think about reelection whenever they hear from their constituents.  She 
complimented AAUW members for their tireless advocacy in building support for the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act.  Other guest speakers included two women CEOs, Arlene Harris  (Jitterbug cell phones) and Erika 
Feinberg (Active Forever, fitness, medical equipment).  They spoke about the challenges they faced.  At the 
fundraising banquet on Saturday night, the speaker was Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) who had a message of 
determination in the face of adversity.  Our own AAUW speakers were equally impressive.  The Executive 
Director Linda Hallman spoke several times.  (At our state convention, we heard how much she has 
improved the visibility of AAUW in Washington.)  The Director of Public Policy, Lisa Maatz, encouraged 
our advocacy.  In addition, she was really funny! 
     The two presidents, Ruth Sweetser (Association) and Barbara O’Connor  (Educational Foundation), 
gave the State of AAUW talk.  Sweetser said, “The work we do is significant and powerful.”  O’Connor 
reported that AAUW awarded $4.4 million in fellowships and grants in FY’09.  The two presidents will be 
replaced with one under the new structure. Carolyn Garfein  was elected president and Gail Nordmoe vice 
president.  Seven directors were elected and six more appointed. 
     On the first day of the convention, we attended two workshops. For example, our own Eileen deHaro and 
Field Director Seth Chase presented “Grassroots Organizing: A Blueprint for Effective Advocacy and 
Outreach”.  They described how to contact officials and advocate for your cause.  Another workshop, “Salary 
Negotiating Skills for Women”, discussed a way to narrow the wage gap.  AAUW is promoting a program to 
teach negotiating skills to college students.  There were five workshop choices at each time period. 
New AAUW Structure Adopted   
     The Convention delegates approved completely new by-laws for the national AAUW.  In 2007 the 
convention voted to merge the two “corporations” into one, which is a 501 c 3 charitable organization.  There 
will be a small 501 c 4 organization, the AAUW Action Fund, which will do lobbying and voter education. 
The delegates accepted all but two of the proposed new by-laws: 

�x The proposal to open membership to anyone interested was voted down in favor of the present requirement, associate 
degree or higher. 

�x The new board structure was changed to 10 elected directors and 3 appointed. 
Other features of the new structure are: 

�x State and regional organizations are no longer required.  We can form any type of branch grouping or none. 
�x Branches have more freedom to choose the structure which is best for them.  There is no minimum number of members. 

The only requirement is to have a contact person (president) and financial person (treasurer). 
�x Currently, only the convention delegates get to vote on the national officers and by-laws.  Some delegates had multiple 

votes as representatives of their branch or state.  Now all members will be able to vote by mail or internet (one person, 
one vote).  
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National News 
Submitted by Debbie Freda, State President 
 
AAUW Affiliate Agreement Due October 31 
As a result of our recent restructuring, AAUW now qualifies as a tax-exempt nonprofit organization 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Our new structure also includes a small 
501(c)(4) entity (AAUW Action Fund) that houses our Lobby Corps and get-out-the-vote activities. 
Because of these changes and in order to meet IRS requirements, All AAUW Branches and States 
must sign a new AAUW Affiliate Agreement.  Agreements must be returned to AAUW by 
October 31, 2009. Your new Affiliate Agreement is included in the Member Starter Kit mailing and 
should be provided to the branch and state presidents for signature.  Any questions, please contact 
AAUW Finance Department immediately to determine appropriate next steps.  Phone: (202) 785-
7771.  Email: allfinance@aauw.org. 

AAUW Mandatory Bylaws  Due October 31 
Following the AAUW National Convention in June, it is the responsibility of State and Branch 
presidents to insure that any mandatory changes are made to state and branch bylaws by October 31.  
Go to website aauw.org, see “Quick Links” on right then open dropdown menu to “AAUW Bylaws” 
for full details and instructions. Note: Mandatory bylaws amendments do not require a vote of the 
members in the state or branch because they are required in order to bring the bylaws into 
conformance with the AAUW Bylaws. Non-mandatory amendments must follow the usual process 
and be voted on by the members.  

Update on the Equal Rights Amendment  
Submitted by Sandra Hufstetler , ERA Coordinator  

     Debate and action on the Equal Rights Amendment shifted this summer to the national scene. 
Carolyn Cook, a member of the ERA Campaign Network, has undertaken steps to have Congress 
remove the deadline for passage of the ERA, Camille Moran, LA AAUW Public Policy Chair, has 
been active in helping her compile needed documentation. Lead Sponsors are being sought.  Earlier 
this summer, Cook noted that “Congresswoman Maloney (NY) proudly announced that in addition 
to her reintroduction of the ERA, Rep. John Conyers, Chair of the Committee on the Judiciary, has 
agreed to have a hearing about it. It will mark the first time in 20 years. [Maloney] said she didn’t 
believe anyone in 2009 could deny women their equal rights.” However, Cook feels that a start-over 
amendment is strategically bad news, as it will kill any hope for our new resolution to remove the 
deadline altogether, particularly when we consider the difficulties proponents in Louisiana, Illinois, 
Missouri and Arkansas experienced this year in trying to confirm the ERA.  Following the death of 
Senator Ted Kennedy, Jennifer MacLeod, Coordinator of the ERA Campaign Network, sent a 
message to Senator Diane Feinstein (California) to urge her to continue Senator Kennedy's vital 
work by reintroducing the Equal Rights Amendment/ Women's Equality Amendment in the US 
Senate as soon as possible.  In other news, the National Organization of Women (NOW) passed a 
resolution this summer that includes support for both the three-state and the start-over strategies, and 
the Feminist Majority will hold a major conference in Washington DC, Oct. 4-6.  
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Louisiana Students Attend NCCWSL 
Submitted by Anne Taylor, College/University Relations 
 
     Each year AAUW co-sponsors the National Conference for College Women Student 
Leaders (NCCWSL) held in Washington, D. C., during the first week of June.  This year 7 
young women from Louisiana colleges attended.  (Several received financial help from 
AAUW-LA.)  There were 2 students from Loyola, 2 from Our Lady of the Lake (Baton 
Rouge), and 1 from LSU.  In addition, 2 more were speakers and were the guests of 
AAUW.  Sharbari Dey of LSU spoke about the Campus Action Project, sponsored by an 
AAUW grant and implemented by the LSU Women’s Center.  Mary Anne McDougall of UL-
Lafayette spoke about Campaign College, the AAUW program which teaches students to 
run for office on their campuses. (She learned about it at the previous NCCWSL).  The 
students attended programs on a variety of topics, such as money, business etiquette, 
leading collaboratively, and getting into graduate school.  They also had lots of time for 
networking.   
     Sharbari Dey shared some comments on her experience: 
      The Opening Session — “Finding Your Voice” and “Sharing Your Voice” were 
especially appreciated as it gave an opportunity for presenters and attendees to meet and 
exchange information with each other. The diverse perspectives and stories that the 
women brought with them were deeply moving and motivating.   The 2009 NCCWSL 
Women of Distinction Awards Ceremony was a unique opportunity provided to all the 
attendees and made them feel empowered as women. Hearing the award winners share 
their stories and later engage in one-on- one conversation with everyone was wonderful.    
     I presented in the Session I on Friday. The overall experience was very enriching. The 
session was well attended and the audience was very responsive. I felt that the 3 projects 
that were presented gave the audience a good variety of action projects that could work 
across college campuses. There was enthusiastic Q&A after the session.    
     Overall. I think the conference was a very enriching experience. The opportunity to meet 
and interact with so many inspirational women and peers made the conference a unique 
forum, and I really would like to thank AAUW - Louisiana. 
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        AAUW-LOUISIANA  DIRECTORY 2009-2010  
 
STATE OFFICERS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

President:       Deborah Freda  dfreda530@charter.net  985-727-3850 

Program VP:   Mary Linda Francis m-francis1@msn.com  225-927-9624 

Membership VP:  Vivian  Guillory  Vbg225@aol.com  225-383-4853 

Finance/Treasurer:   Joan Houghton -Bonds jhbonds@bellsouth.net   225-752-1326 

College/Univ. Relations:  Anne Taylor   akt1208@bellsouth.net  225-767-3565 

Secretary:   Jody Cagle  jodycag@yahoo.com  985-892-3708 

Public Policy :   Camille  Moran   caramor@wnonline.net   318-357-0748 

Newsletter Editor :  Paige Schulte  pschulte@selu.edu   504-287-7075 

ERA Coordinator :  Sandra  Hufstetler  sphufstetler@I-55.com  985-345-3001 

Diversity Chair :  Evelyn Robinson none    225-775-7922 

Webmaster :   Pam Baldwin   pbbaldwin@mindspring.com  225-767-0808 

Bylaws Chair :   Joan Houghton -Bonds jhbonds@bellsouth.net   225-752-1326 

Nominating Committee : Pam Baldwin   pbbaldwin@mindspring.com  225-767-0808 

    Aileen Freasier  aileenwf@bayou.com  318-255-0304  

 

BRANCHES      

LAFAYETTE BRANCH  
The Lafayette Branch has decided to disband.  The group had been struggling and had declining 
membership.  There are still 5 branches in Louisiana:  Alexandria-Pineville, Baton Rouge, 
Covington-Mandeville, Metairie-Eastbank, and North Louisiana. 
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ALEXANDRIA -PINEVILLE      

Co-President :   Betty Conner   Betty-ec@hotmail.com  318-445-7586 

Co-President :   Helen Moore   none    318-448-4464 

Program:   Patsy Barber  pkbarber@bellsouth.net   318-776-5557 

Finance:   Pat Ponthie  none    318-640-1143 

Communications :  Ann Miller   none    318-445-0753 

     

BATON ROUGE      

President :  Alice Luno    byusf@bellsouth.net   225-768-1985 

Program:  Polly Williams    none    225-231-2895 

Membership :  Sue Avery    mscavery@yahoo.com  225-293-1046 

Finance:   Joan Houghton -Bonds  jhbonds@bellsouth.net   225-752-1326 

Communications : Mary  McGehee   marymcgehe@aol.com  225-766-7604 

Newsletter Editor : Katherine Spillman   Lau15880@bellsouth.net  225-753-9546 

Foundations Chair : Martha Wood    mawood73@aol.com   225-744-3343 

Public Policy :  Anne Taylor    akt1208@bellsouth.net  225-767-3565 

    

COVINGTON -MANDEVILLE      

President:   Jean Lotz    lotz3@bellsouth.net  985-882-3482 

Program:   Judith Martin    jdmartin@nternet.com   985-893-2892 

Membership:   Eileen DeHaro    edeharo@tulane.edu  985-624-9553 

Finance:   Eileen DeHaro    edeharo@tulane.edu   985-624-9553 

Ed. Foundation:  Eileen DeHaro    edeharo@tulane.edu  985-624-9553 

Public Policy:   Roberta Bruck    r2d2bruck@bellsouth.ne t 985-264-2977 

Communications:  Carol Fox   cdfox@bellsouth.net   985-845-4919 

Legal Advocacy Fund:  Eileen DeHaro    edeharo@tulane.edu   985-624-9553 
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Newsletter Editor:  Judith Martin    jdmartin@nternet.com   985-893-2892 

   

METAIRIE -EASTBANK      

President:    Barbara Harris    bebeharris@cox.net  504-833-9978 

Program:    Iona Myers    onamyers@bellsouth.net   504-455-4649 

Membership:    Koggie Hakenjos  khakenjos517@yahoo.com  504-439-1559 

Finance:   Koggie Hakenjos  khakenjos517@yahoo.com  504-439-1559 

Ed. Foundation:   Kathleen Friedrichs   kathleenh511@yahoo.com  504-837-9448 

Communications:   Paige Schulte   pschulte@selu.edu   504-287-7075 
  

NORTH LOUISIANA      

President:     Mildre d Gallot    mgallot@bellsouth.net   318-247-6646 

Program:     Janet Guyden    guydenj@gram.edu   318-513-9707 

Membership:     Jean Porter   none    318-247-6934 

Finance:    Jean Brown    jdgbrown@yahoo.com   318-247-3727 

Ed. Foundation      Stephanie Griffin   sheppiem@hotmail.com   318-243-4610 

Communicati ons:   Shirley Henderson   shirlsa@suddenlink.net   318-247-3996 

Diversity:     Aileen Freasier   aileenwf@bayou.com  318-255-0304 

College/Univ. Relations:  Vicki Brown    brownvr@gram.edu   318-247-6499 

International Affairs:    Nettie Daniels   danielsn@gram.edu  318-274-6142 

 

MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR  

 

 November 4, 2009      November 7, 2009 
 2:30-3:30 p.m.   State Board Meeting  
 Student Open House on Campus    Baton Rouge  
 Nicholls State University, Captain's Room 
 Thibodaux 
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AAUW BRANCH ACTIVITY CALENDAR  2009-2010 
 
 
 
ALEXANDRIA -PINEVILLE   

2009 September 22 "The Joy of Vibrant Health" 

 October 15 "The Joy of Learning" 

2010 February 23 "The Joy of Brain Fitness" 

 April 27 "A Day of Joy in Natchitoches" 

BATON ROUGE  

2009 Sept. 25 - Oct. 4 Women's Week 

 September 25 Women's Week Luncheon 

 September 27 Membership Tea 

 October 18 Super Salad Supper 

2010 January 11 Holiday Happening 

 February 8 St. Francisville Author's Luncheon 

 May 10 Annual Meeting 

COVINGTON -MANDEVILLE   

2009 October 15 Women's Health Topic 

 November 19 Homeland Security & Emergency Prep in St. Tammany  

 December 6 Holiday Tea 

2010 January 21  LA High School Drop Out Rate w/ League of Women Voters 

 February 11  Chocolate Fest 

 March 20 Saturday Adventure, Big Branch Marsh Wildlife Preserve 

 April 22  Influence of Technology on 21st Century Library  

 May 1  Annual Meeting  

METAIRIE -EASTBANK   

2009 October 27 Women's Health Topic 

 November  TBD FBI / Homeland Security 

 December 14 Holiday Social  

2010 January TBD  FBI/Homeland Security 

 March TBD Muslim Women in our Community 

 April TBD History of Chocolate 

 May TBD School Scholarships & Recognition 

NORTH LOUISIANA   

2009 October 15 ERA & Pay Equity 

 November 19 Educational Foundation 

 December 10 C.A.S.A. - Celebration of Giving 

2010 January 21 Public Education - "LA Pipeline" 

 February 18 Early Identification of Health Issues 

 April 15 Outstanding Girl Graduate Recognition in Lincoln Parish 

 May 13 Evaluation, Spring Round-up 
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AAUW promotes equity for women and girls, lifelong learning, and positive societal change. 
________________________________________________________________________  

 
Highlights from AAUW National Convention in St. Louis, MO --- June, 2009 

 

 

Labels prepared in Washington, DC. 
Send changes or corrections directly to: 
AAUW RECORDS OFFICE 
1111 SIXTEENTH ST., NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036-4873 
Helpline 800-821-4364, ext. 78 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
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